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PASSOVER PREPARATION QUIZ

Pesach 5786 / 2026

50 Questions - Multiple Choice - Self-Study Edition

How to Use This Quiz

This quiz is designed to deepen your Passover experience before you arrive at the Seder table.
Work through all 50 questions at your own pace — each one draws on the history, ritual, food,
law, and global traditions of Passover. Circle your answer, then check the detailed Answer Key
at the end.
The questions are organized into five sections:

» Section 1 (Q1-10): The Seder Plate & Its Symbols

* Section 2 (Q11-20): The Seder Order & The Haggadah

* Section 3 (Q21-30): History, Scholarship & the Haggadah's Evolution

* Section 4 (Q31-40): Global Traditions & Sephardic Customs

* Section 5 (Q41-50): Food, Ritual & Passover Law

o~ o~~~

Scoring Guide: 45-50 correct = Seder Scholar | 35-44 = Well Prepared | 25-34 = Good
Foundation | Under 25 = The Answer Key Is Your Friend!

Name: Score: /50
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Section 1: The Seder Plate & Its Symbols

Questions 1-10

1. What does the word 'Seder literally mean in Hebrew?
A. Order
B. Feast
C. Memory
D. Liberation

2. What does the charoset on the Seder plate represent?

A. The sea that split for Moses

B. The mortar used by Israelite slaves to build Egyptian structures
C. The sweetness of freedom

D. The tears shed in the desert

3. In Sephardic tradition, what bitter herb is often used for maror, and why is it particularly
meaningful?
A. Horseradish, because its sting is immediate and intense
B. Arugula, because it was grown in ancient Egypt
C. Romaine lettuce, because its bitterness develops slowly — just as slavery began gradually
in Egypt
D. Endive, because it grows in the dark

4. What does the beitzah (egg) on the Seder plate symbolize?

A. New life and the spring season only
B. The Ten Plagues brought upon Egypt

C. The festival sacrifice offered at the Temple in Jerusalem, and mourning for the Temple's
destruction

D. The hardness of Pharaoh's heart

5. What is the karpas, and in what liquid is it typically dipped in Ashkenazi tradition?
A. A bitter herb, dipped in vinegar
B. A green vegetable (like parsley), dipped in salt water
C. Aroasted bone, placed on the plate as a symbol
D. Matzah, dipped in charoset

6. What does the zero'a (shankbone) on the Seder plate represent?

The strength of the Jewish people through history

The arm of God outstretched in deliverance, and the Passover lamb sacrificed at the Temple
The staff of Moses used to part the Red Sea

The bones of those who died in the desert

Sow>»
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7. How many whole matzot are traditionally placed at the Seder table, and what is the
significance of that number?
A. Two, representing the two Tablets of the Law

B. Three, often associated with the three groups of the Jewish people: Kohanim, Levites, and
Israelites

C. Four, representing the Four Questions
D. Ten, one for each plague

8. The Korekh sandwich combines matzah and bitter herbs, following a practice attributed to
which ancient scholar?

A. Rabbi Akiva

B. Maimonides

C. Hillel the Elder

D. Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai

9. What does matzah represent at the Seder, and why is it called 'the bread of affliction'?

A. lt represents prosperity because flatbread was common in ancient Egypt

B. It represents both the bread of slavery — made quickly with no time for dough to rise — and
the bread of liberation, since the Israelites left Egypt in such haste

C. It represents the manna that fell from heaven in the desert
D. It represents the unleavened offerings brought to the Temple on festivals

10. Which item was NOT among the original six symbolic foods found on the traditional Seder
plate?

Maror (bitter herb)

An orange

Charoset

Zero'a (shankbone)

Sow>»

Section 2: The Seder Order & The Haggadah
Questions 11-20

11. How many steps are in the traditional Seder, and which medieval scholar is credited with the
mnemonic we still use today?

Fifteen steps; Maimonides

Twelve steps; Rashi

Fourteen steps; Rabbi Samuel ben Solomon of Falaise, France

Sixteen steps; Rabbi Isaac Luria (the Ari)

Cow»
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12. What happens during Yahatz, the fourth step of the Seder?

A. The first cup of wine is blessed and drunk

B. The Ten Plagues are recited and drops of wine are poured out

C. The middle of three matzot is broken; half is hidden as the afikomen
D. The door is opened for Elijah the Prophet

13. What is the Maggid, and why is it considered the heart of the Seder?

A. The festive meal served midway through the evening

B. The telling of the Exodus story — the longest section, including the Four Questions, the
plagues, and Dayenu

C. The psalms of praise sung after the meal
D. The ritual washing of hands before eating

14. What is the afikomen, and what rule governs the end of the Seder?

A. A special prayer; the Seder ends only after everyone recites it aloud

B. A piece of matzah hidden during Yahatz; the Seder cannot conclude until it is found and
eaten

C. Elijah's cup of wine; the Seder ends when it is drunk
D. The final song; the Seder ends only after every verse is sung

15. How many cups of wine are drunk during the traditional Seder, and what do they represent?
A. Three cups; the three forefathers: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
B. Four cups; the four expressions of redemption found in Exodus 6:6—7
C. Five cups; the five books of the Torah
D. Two cups; one before and one after the meal

16. What does the word 'Haggadah' mean, and from which Hebrew root does it derive?
A. Blessing — from the root barach
B. Telling — from the root hagid
C. Remembering — from the root zachor
D. Ordering — from the root seder

17. During which step is the door opened for Elijah the Prophet, and what is the hope this
symbolizes?
A. During Kadesh, the first step, to welcome all guests
B. During Maggid, while telling the plagues
C. During Barekh, after grace following the meal, when a special cup of wine awaits him
D. During Nirtzah, the closing step, as a final farewell

18. What are the Four Questions (Mah Nishtanah), and who traditionally asks them?

A. Questions about Jewish law, asked by the eldest at the table

B. Four questions about why this night is different from all other nights, traditionally asked by
the youngest child present

C. Four philosophical questions about freedom, asked by the Seder leader
D. Riddles about the plagues, asked by guests before the meal begins
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19. The Dayenu song, one of the most beloved at the Seder, expresses what sentiment?
A. Grief over the suffering of the Egyptian people during the plagues

B. Gratitude to God for each successive act of redemption — any one of which alone would
have been enough

C. A pleato God to bring the Messiah quickly in our time
D. A warning to future generations not to return to Egypt

20. What is the significance of the instruction to recline (lean to the left) at the Seder?

A. ltis a posture of mourning for those who did not survive slavery

B. It imitates how Romans and Greeks reclined at symposium meals — a mark of the free
person, not the slave

C. It helps prevent choking on matzah
D. ltis a sign of respect to the Seder leader

Section 3: History, Scholarship & the Haggadah's Evolution
Questions 21-30

21. What is the earliest known written record of Jewish Passover observance, and
approximately how old is it?
A. The Book of Exodus in the Torah, dated to roughly 3,300 years ago

B. The Elephantine Letter, written about 2,400 years ago by Hananiah to his brother Jedoniah
in the Jewish colony in Egypt

C. The Dead Sea Scrolls, discovered in 1947 and dated to roughly 2,100 years ago
D. The Mishnah, compiled around 200 CE, roughly 1,800 years ago

22. The scholarly historian Sigmund Stein demonstrated in 1957 that the Seder's structure is
closely related to which ancient institution?

A. The Egyptian harvest festival

B. The Greco-Roman symposium — a formal banquet followed by structured discussion

C. The Babylonian New Year ceremony

D. The ancient Israelite Temple pilgrimage

23. By approximately what century did the Haggadah exist as a standalone written book,
separate from the general prayer book?

By the 1st century CE — at the time of the Second Temple

By the 7th century CE — during the early Islamic period

By the medieval period — around the 13th—14th centuries

By the 18th century — following the invention of printing

Cow»
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24. What makes the Maxwell House Haggadah historically notable, and when was it first
published?
A. It was the first Haggadah printed with full-color illustrations, published in 1850

B. It was a coffee company promotion published in 1932 that became one of the most widely
distributed Haggadot in American history

C. It was the first bilingual Hebrew-English Haggadah, published in 1913
D. It was a Reform movement Haggadah published in 1974 that restored the ten plagues

25. What is the 'Birds' Head Haggadah,' and what is remarkable about its illustrations?

A. A modern Israeli Haggadah illustrated with bird motifs symbolizing freedom and flight

B. A 14th-century German illuminated manuscript in which human figures are depicted with
birds' heads, possibly to avoid making complete human likenesses

C. A 16th-century Spanish Haggadah decorated with ornamental bird borders
D. A 12th-century Babylonian manuscript that features birds representing the ten plagues

26. What role did Maimonides (the Rambam) play in Passover history, and where did he live?

A. He composed the melody for Dayenu in 12th-century Baghdad

B. He was a medieval rabbi, philosopher, and physician who codified Passover law in the
Mishneh Torah; he was born in Cordoba, Spain, and died in Fustat, Cairo

C. He first printed the Haggadah in his printing house in Constantinople
D. He wrote the mnemonic poem for the fourteen Seder steps in 13th-century France

27. The 1695 Amsterdam Haggadah is significant for which reason?

A. It was the first Haggadah to include a commentary by a woman scholar

B. Itincluded a commentary by Don Isaac Abarbanel and set visual conventions for printed
Haggadot that persisted for centuries

C. It was the first Haggadah printed in the Americas
D. It was the first Haggadah to omit the ten plagues for humanitarian reasons

28. What is the significance of opening the Haggadah with the phrase 'Ha Lachma Anya' (This is
the bread of affliction)?
A. ltis a declaration that matzah must only be eaten by the poor

B. Itis an invitation — 'Let all who are hungry come and eat; let all who are in need come and
celebrate Passover with us' — rooted in the tradition of radical hospitality

C. ltis a prayer thanking God for the ability to afford the Seder meal
D. Itis a warning that the bitter herbs must be eaten before any other food

29. What does the Haggadah's instruction 'B'chol dor va'dor' require of each Seder participant?

A. To memorize the Exodus story in its entirety before the age of thirteen

B. To feel personally as though they themselves went out of Egypt — not merely to remember
ancestors who did

C. To donate to the poor before the Seder begins
D. To recite each plague in its proper order without mistakes
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30. When did the Conservative movement formally permit Ashkenazi Jews to eat kitniyot
(legumes, rice, and corn) during Passover?

A. In 1948, following the establishment of the State of Israel

B. In 1985, as part of a broader review of medieval Ashkenazi rulings

C. In 2015, after the Committee on Jewish Law and Standards reversed the medieval
prohibition
D. In 1932, the same year the Maxwell House Haggadah was published

Section 4: Global Traditions & Sephardic Customs
Questions 31-40

31. What is the Persian and Afghan Jewish custom during the singing of Dayenu?

A. Spilling wine for each verse to honor the Egyptian victims

B. Playfully whipping each other with scallions or leeks, representing the Egyptian taskmasters'
whips

C. Standing and marching around the table to symbolize the journey through the desert

D. Blowing a shofar at the start of each verse

32. What is the Moroccan Seder tradition called Bibhilu, and what does it involve?

A. A ceremony of giving gifts to children before the Seder begins

B. The Seder leader passes the covered Seder plate over the head of every person at the table
while reciting a blessing about going out of Egypt

C. A special song sung in Judeo-Arabic before the Four Questions
D. Aritual in which the youngest child hides the afikomen before the Seder starts

33. What is Mimouna, and which Jewish community originated it?

A. A Yemenite ceremony performed at the start of Passover involving the burning of chametz

B. A post-Passover celebration originating in Moroccan Jewish communities, featuring
elaborate tables with crepes (moufleta) and other leavened foods

C. A Libyan pre-Passover ceremony performed by women on Rosh Hodesh Nissan
D. A Persian New Year celebration coinciding with the end of Passover

34. In the Egyptian and Syrian Jewish tradition, what happens with the afikomen matzah during
the Seder?
A. ltis buried in the garden to symbolize the burial of slavery

B. ltis wrapped in a cloth, placed on someone's shoulder like a traveler's pack, and passed
around with a call-and-response about traveling from Egypt to Jerusalem

C. ltis divided among all children present and eaten before the meal
D. Itis placed in a bowl of salt water for the duration of the Seder

35. What is the Libyan Jewish Bsisa ceremony, and when does it take place?

A. A ceremony performed on the last night of Passover involving the burning of leftover matzah

B. Performed by women on Rosh Hodesh Nissan — a mixture of wheat, barley, dried fruits,
and honey is blessed and stirred, with gold jewelry placed inside to symbolize the Mishkan

C. Arritual in which Libyan families sell their chametz to a non-Jew before Passover
D. A post-Passover outdoor celebration featuring singing and dancing around a bonfire
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36. How do Yemenite Jews pour out wine during the recitation of the Ten Plagues, and what is
done with it?
A. The wine is poured into a communal bowl and shared at the end of the Seder

B. Wine is poured into a tin can for each plague; the matriarch then takes it to the far end of the
yard, pours it into the ground, and whispers a prayer against enemies

C. The wine is poured onto the floor as a sign of humility before God
D. Wine drops are spilled on a white cloth that is later burned with the chametz

37. Which Sephardic communities generally permit eating rice during Passover, and why do
Ashkenazi communities traditionally forbid it?

A. Sephardic communities from Spain and Portugal permit rice; Ashkenazi communities forbid
it because rice was grown in Egypt

B. Most Sephardic and Mizrahi communities permit rice because it cannot become chametz;
Ashkenazi communities historically prohibited it based on a medieval ruling, partly because
kitniyot can be ground into flour and confused with forbidden grains

C. Only Yemenite communities permit rice; Ashkenazi communities forbid it based on the Torah
D. All Sephardic communities forbid rice, just as Ashkenazi communities do

38. The Sarajevo Haggadah, created around 1350 in Spain, is remarkable for multiple reasons.
Which of the following is true of it?
A. ltis the first Haggadah printed on a printing press, predating Gutenberg

B. Itis a lavishly illuminated medieval manuscript that begins with biblical scenes all the way
from Genesis — and was likely illustrated with the help of Christian artists in secular workshops

C. It was created by Maimonides as a gift for the Jewish community of Sarajevo

D. Itis the only surviving Haggadah from the Spanish Inquisition period written entirely in
Ladino

39. Hungarian Jews had a distinctive Seder tradition of decorating the table with gold and silver
jewelry. What biblical passage inspired this?
A. The passage in Genesis describing Joseph's coat of many colors

B. The passage in Exodus in which the departing Israelites received gold and silver from their
Egyptian neighbors

C. The passage in Numbers describing the golden menorah in the Tabernacle
D. The passage in Deuteronomy describing the land flowing with milk and honey

40. In the Cochin Jewish community of India, how are the three matzot on the Seder plate
distinguished from one another?

A. By size: large, medium, and small

B. By color: white, brown, and speckled, representing three stages of the Exodus

C. By markings: the top matzah has two lines (Kohanim), the middle three (Levites), the bottom
four (Israelites)

D. By placement: they are hidden in three different rooms of the house before the Seder
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Section 5: Food, Ritual & Passover Law
Questions 41-50

41. What is chametz, and which five grains can become it?

A. Any food that was prepared with fire; the five grains are wheat, barley, millet, corn, and rice

B. Leavened grain products that have fermented; the five grains are wheat, barley, oats, spelt,
and rye

C. Any food kept from the previous year; includes all grains and legumes
D. Foods containing yeast; including wheat, barley, corn, oats, and buckwheat

42. What is the ritual of bedikat chametz, and when does it take place?

A. The ritual burning of all chametz on the morning of Passover eve

B. The nighttime search for chametz by candlelight on the night before Passover eve,
traditionally using a candle, feather, and wooden spoon

C. A ceremony in which chametz is symbolically sold to a non-Jew before Passover begins
D. The evening prayer recited when Passover begins at sundown

43. What does 'shmurah matzah' mean, and how does it differ from regular matzah?

A. Matzah baked in a round shape rather than square, for aesthetic reasons

B. Matzah that has been 'guarded' or 'watched' from the time of harvesting to ensure no
contact with water before baking — considered more meticulous in its Passover suitability

C. Matzah made with egg instead of water, permitted by Sephardic communities
D. Matzah that is cracked or broken and therefore sold at a discount

44. The Hillel sandwich (Korekh) uses matzah, maror, and charoset. What ancient practice did
Hillel use that we no longer perform?
A. He added four cups of wine to each sandwich

B. He included the Passover lamb (korban Pesach) in the sandwich, as the Temple sacrifice
was still practiced in his time

C. He wrapped the sandwich in grape leaves
D. He dipped the sandwich three times in salt water

45. Why do participants drink the four cups of wine while reclining to the left?
A. ltis a medical tradition meant to slow absorption of alcohol

B. Reclining to the left was the posture of free people at Greco-Roman banquets — not slaves
— so it physically enacts freedom at the moment of drinking

C. Left-side reclining represents the direction of the land of Israel from Egypt
D. Itis a sign of mourning for those who died during the plagues

46. The Haggadah describes four archetypal children. Which one asks no question at all, and
what does the Haggadah instruct the parent to do?

A. The Wicked Child — who is told sharply that if they had been in Egypt they would not have
been redeemed

B. The Child Who Does Not Know How to Ask — whom the parent must open the conversation
for, as the Torah says: '"You shall tell your child on that day’

C. The Simple Child — who is given a simple explanation of Passover without theological depth
D. The Wise Child — who already knows all the answers and does not need to ask
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47. How long does matzah dough have 18 minutes to be baked, and what happens if it is not?

A. It becomes kitniyot, which is forbidden only to Ashkenazi Jews

B. It begins to ferment and becomes chametz — forbidden on Passover — which is why
matzah baking is done with continuous movement of the dough

C. It becomes too hard to eat and must be discarded
D. It becomes egg matzah, which is permitted for the elderly and ill

48. What is the 'orange on the Seder plate' tradition, and who popularized it?
A. A Yemenite custom of placing citrus on the plate to represent the sweetness of the land of
Israel, practiced for over 300 years

B. A modern addition popularized by scholar Susannah Heschel in the 1980s as a symbol of
inclusion for marginalized members of the Jewish community

C. A Sephardic tradition representing the orange groves of Spain before the expulsion of 1492

D. A Reform movement practice introduced in the 1974 Union Haggadah as a symbol of
environmental awareness

49. What does the phrase 'Next Year in Jerusalem' (L'Shanah Haba'ah B'"Yerushalayim), said at
the end of the Seder, express?

A. A travel plan — historically, Jews were expected to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem the
following Passover

B. A declaration of hope for redemption, a rebuilt Temple, and the ultimate fulfillment of Jewish
longing — spiritual more than literal for most communities

C. A formal blessing acknowledging the State of Israel established in 1948
D. A prayer for peace among all nations, with Jerusalem as its symbol

50. The Haggadah teaches that in every generation, each person must see themselves as if
they personally left Egypt. Which Hebrew phrase captures this obligation?
A. Mah Nishtanah — "Why is this night different?’

B. B'chol dor va'dor chayav adam lirot et atzmo — 'In every generation, each person is
obligated to see themselves as if they went out of Egypt'

C. Ha Lachma Anya — 'This is the bread of affliction'
D. Baruch Shomer Havtachato — 'Blessed is the One who keeps the promise'
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— ANSWER KEY —

Detailed Answer Key

with explanations for every question

Use this key to review your answers and deepen your knowledge before the Seder. Each
explanation connects the question to its source — whether in the Haggadah, in Jewish law, in
history, or in global traditions. We hope these answers spark conversation at your table.

Section 1: The Seder Plate & Its Symbols

1. What does the word 'Seder’ literally mean in Hebrew?

Correct Answer: A — Order

Explanation: The Hebrew word 'Seder' (170) means 'order.’ The entire evening follows a precise
sequence of fourteen steps, reminding participants that freedom has structure, and that the
telling of the Exodus story follows a purposeful ritual arc.

2. What does the charoset on the Seder plate represent?

Correct Answer: B — The mortar used by Israelite slaves to build Egyptian structures
Explanation: Charoset is a sweet paste — made from apples, nuts, and wine in Ashkenazi
tradition, and often dates, figs, and spices in Sephardic communities — that symbolizes the
mortar the enslaved Israelites used when building for Pharaoh. Its sweetness is intentional: even
in suffering, there is hope.

3. In Sephardic tradition, what bitter herb is often used for maror, and why is it
particularly meaningful?

Correct Answer: C — Romaine lettuce, because its bitterness develops slowly — just
as slavery began gradually in Egypt

Explanation: Sephardic communities often use romaine lettuce (lechugua in Ladino) for maror.
The lettuce is sweet at first and becomes bitter only as you chew — mirroring a powerful
interpretation: the Israelites entered Egypt as honored guests of Joseph's Pharaoh, and only
later fell into bondage. The bitterness creeps up, just as oppression did historically.

4. What does the beitzah (egg) on the Seder plate symbolize?
Correct Answer: D — The festival sacrifice offered at the Temple in Jerusalem, and
mourning for the Temple's destruction
Explanation: The beitzah represents the chagigah, the holiday sacrifice brought to the Temple.

It also carries an additional layer of meaning: like an egg that hardens when exposed to heat, the
Jewish people strengthened their resolve under persecution. In Sephardic tradition, the egg is
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the huevo haminado — slow-cooked until brown — and is often shared and eaten by
participants.

5. What is the karpas, and in what liquid is it typically dipped in Ashkenazi tradition?
Correct Answer: A — A green vegetable (like parsley), dipped in salt water
Explanation: Karpas is a green vegetable — parsley or celery — that represents spring and
renewal. In Ashkenazi practice it is dipped in salt water, which represents the tears shed during
slavery. Sephardic communities often use celery dipped in vinegar, reflecting the Mediterranean
pantry and a different quality of bitterness — acidic rather than saline.

6. What does the zero'a (shankbone) on the Seder plate represent?

Correct Answer: B — The arm of God outstretched in deliverance, and the Passover
lamb sacrificed at the Temple

Explanation: The zero'a — typically a roasted lamb shankbone, sometimes a chicken neck —
represents both the strong, outstretched arm of God that redeemed Israel from Egypt, and the
Passover lamb (korban Pesach) that was sacrificed at the Temple. Since the Temple no longer
stands, the bone serves as a reminder rather than a reenactment. Vegetarian households
sometimes use a roasted beet instead.

7. How many whole matzot are traditionally placed at the Seder table, and what is the
significance of that number?

Correct Answer: C — Three, often associated with the three groups of the Jewish
people: Kohanim, Levites, and Israelites

Explanation: Three matzot are placed at the Seder. The middle matzah is broken during Yahatz
to create the afikomen. Among Cochin Jews of southern India, this symbolism is made
beautifully explicit: the top matzah bears two lines for the Kohanim, the middle has three lines for
the Levites, and the bottom has four lines for the Israelites. Twelve additional pieces are then
placed on the table to represent the twelve tribes.

8. The Korekh sandwich combines matzah and bitter herbs, following a practice
attributed to which ancient scholar?

Correct Answer: D — Hillel the Elder

Explanation: The Korekh sandwich is eaten in memory of Hillel the Elder (1st century BCE),
who reportedly combined the Passover lamb, matzah, and maror in a sandwich. His
interpretation: all three must be eaten together to fulfill the biblical commandment. The practice
has been retained even though we no longer have the Temple sacrifice, using matzah and bitter
herb alone.

9. What does matzah represent at the Seder, and why is it called 'the bread of affliction'?

Correct Answer: B — It represents both the bread of slavery and the bread of
liberation

Explanation: Matzah carries a dual meaning that is central to the Passover experience. It is
lechem oni’ (the bread of affliction/poverty) that slaves ate — simple, flat, without adornment.

But it is also the bread of haste: the Israelites left Egypt so quickly that there was no time for their
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10.

dough to rise. In this way, the same flat bread is simultaneously a symbol of bondage and
freedom — a reminder that transformation can happen in an instant.

Which item was NOT among the original six symbolic foods found on the traditional

Seder plate?

Correct Answer: A — An orange

Explanation: The orange is a modern addition to some Seder plates, popularized in the 1980s
by scholar Susannah Heschel. She placed it on the plate as a symbol of inclusion — for women,
LGBTQ Jews, and others who had historically been marginalized in Jewish life. The six
traditional items are: maror, charoset, zero'a, beitzah, karpas, and chazeret.

Section 2: The Seder Order & The Haggadah

11.

How many steps are in the traditional Seder, and which medieval scholar is credited

with the mnemonic we still use today?

12.

13.

Correct Answer: C — Fourteen steps; Rabbi Samuel ben Solomon of Falaise, France

Explanation: The fourteen steps of the Seder — from Kadesh (the first cup) to Nirtzah (closing
songs) — are organized by a mnemonic poem attributed to Rabbi Samuel ben Solomon of
Falaise, 13th-century France. The steps are: Kadesh, Urhatz, Karpas, Yahatz, Maggid, Rahtzah,
Motzi/Matzah, Maror, Korekh, Shulhan Orekh, Tzafun, Barekh, Hallel, Nirtzah.

What happens during Yahatz, the fourth step of the Seder?

Correct Answer: D — The middle of three matzot is broken; half is hidden as the
afikomen

Explanation: Yahatz (breaking) is when the Seder leader breaks the middle matzah. The larger
piece becomes the afikomen, hidden away to be found later. The Seder cannot end without the
afikomen being retrieved and eaten. In Ashkenazi tradition, children search for it and bargain for
a prize. In Sephardic tradition, the leader often hides it in a sack over the shoulder, dramatically
re-enacting the departure from Egypt.

What is the Maggid, and why is it considered the heart of the Seder?

Correct Answer: B — The telling of the Exodus story — the longest section, including
the Four Questions, the plagues, and Dayenu

Explanation: Maggid (from the Hebrew root 'to tell') is the storytelling core of the Seder. It fulfills
the biblical obligation to tell the Exodus story. It includes the Four Questions, the story of the four
archetypal children, midrashic passages on the Exodus, the ten plagues, and the beloved song
Dayenu. Scholars note the Haggadah was deliberately designed not as a simple narrative but as
a discussion-provoker — questions are asked that are not answered, and answers are given to
questions not asked.
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14.

15.

What is the afikomen, and what rule governs the end of the Seder?

Correct Answer: B — A piece of matzah hidden during Yahatz; the Seder cannot
conclude until it is found and eaten

Explanation: The afikomen (from the Greek word for 'dessert’ or 'after-dinner entertainment’) is
the hidden half of the middle matzah. It is the final food eaten at the Seder — no food comes
after it, so its taste lingers. The Talmud notes that 'we do not add afikomen after the Passover
meal," meaning the meal ends with the matzah. This rule keeps the flavor of the Passover
experience in the mouth and memory of every participant.

How many cups of wine are drunk during the traditional Seder, and what do they

represent?

16.

17.

Correct Answer: D — Four cups; the four expressions of redemption found in Exodus
6:6-7

Explanation: The four cups correspond to God's four promises of redemption in Exodus 6: 'l will
bring you out... | will deliver you... | will redeem you... | will take you as My people." Each cup
marks a stage in the evening. A potential fifth cup — the Cup of Elijah — is poured but not drunk,
representing the final, future redemption. There is a Talmudic debate about whether five cups
are required, which is why Elijah’s cup is filled but left for his arrival.

What does the word 'Haggadah' mean, and from which Hebrew root does it derive?
Correct Answer: B — Telling — from the root hagid

Explanation: Haggadah (nTan) comes from the Hebrew root meaning 'to tell' (I'hagid). This is
directly linked to the biblical commandment: 'And you shall tell your child on that day...' (Exodus
13:8). The Haggadah is, at its most basic, the script for fulfilling this obligation. It is not a prayer
book in the conventional sense — it is a teaching document, a conversation guide, a collective
memory.

During which step is the door opened for Elijah the Prophet, and what is the hope this

symbolizes?

18.

Correct Answer: C — During Barekh, after grace following the meal, when a special
cup of wine awaits him

Explanation: After the meal and grace (Barekh), an extra cup of wine is poured for Elijah the
Prophet, and the door is opened. Elijah is the herald of the messianic age in Jewish tradition. His
arrival at the Seder symbolizes the hope for final redemption. In some medieval illuminated
Haggadot, Elijah is depicted riding a white donkey toward Jerusalem — the same image used for
the Messiah. The open door also carries a more human message: everyone is welcome at the
table.

What are the Four Questions (Mah Nishtanah), and who traditionally asks them?
Correct Answer: B — Four questions about why this night is different from all other
nights, traditionally asked by the youngest child present

Explanation: The Mah Nishtanah asks: why do we eat matzah? why do we eat bitter herbs?
why do we dip twice? why do we recline? These questions are deliberately designed to provoke
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19.

20.

the telling of the Exodus story. The rabbis of the Talmud believed a Seder without questions had
failed. It is customary for the youngest child present to ask them. In the famous Munich Seder of
1946 for Holocaust survivors, there was not a single child present — adults had to ask the Four
Questions themselves, and the silence that followed was devastating.

The Dayenu song, one of the most beloved at the Seder, expresses what sentiment?

Correct Answer: D — Gratitude to God for each successive act of redemption — any
one of which alone would have been enough

Explanation: Dayenu (11:1) means 'it would have been enough for us.' The song lists fifteen
steps of God's grace — from taking the Israelites out of Egypt, to splitting the sea, to giving the
Torah, to building the Temple — and after each one declares: Dayenu! Even that alone would
have been sufficient. The song is a liturgical exercise in gratitude, training participants to
appreciate each act of grace rather than racing to the next. Theologians note that Dayenu is
among the most psychologically sophisticated pieces in the Haggadah.

What is the significance of the instruction to recline (lean to the left) at the Seder?

Correct Answer: B — It imitates how Romans and Greeks reclined at symposium
meals — a mark of the free person

Explanation: Scholars have traced the Seder's structure to the Greco-Roman symposium — a
formal banquet followed by structured discussion. At such meals, reclining on a couch to the left
was the posture of the free citizen. Slaves stood and served. By instructing every participant —
including the poorest — to recline, the Haggadah enacts the message physically: tonight, we are
all free. This is why the Four Questions ask about reclining as one of the night's distinguishing
features.

Section 3: History, Scholarship & the Haggadah's Evolution

21.

What is the earliest known written record of Jewish Passover observance, and

approximately how old is it?

22,

Correct Answer: B — The Elephantine Letter, approximately 2,400 years ago

Explanation: Around 419 BCE, a man named Hananiah in Jerusalem wrote to his brother
Jedoniah at the Jewish military colony of Elephantine — an island in the Nile in modern Egypt.
The letter, in Aramaic, conveys that Persian King Darius Il had granted permission to observe
Passover. It includes instructions for counting days in Nisan, eating unleavened bread, and
removing leaven from homes. It predates the Dead Sea Scrolls by four centuries and is the
oldest direct evidence of Passover practice.

The scholarly historian Sigmund Stein demonstrated in 1957 that the Seder's

structure is closely related to which ancient institution?

Correct Answer: C — The Greco-Roman symposium
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23.

Explanation: S. Sigmund Stein's 1957 article argued persuasively that the Seder — with its
reclining, formal questions and answers, cups of wine, and structured discussion — grew out of
the Greco-Roman symposium tradition. The philosopher Plutarch described the symposium as a
‘communion of serious and entertaining discourse.' The Seder adapted this format, replacing
philosophical debate with the telling of the Exodus. The symposium origin explains many Seder
details: reclining, four cups, the role of questions, and even the late-night format.

By approximately what century did the Haggadah exist as a standalone written book,

separate from the general prayer book?

24,

Correct Answer: C — By the medieval period, around the 13th—-14th centuries
Explanation: In the earliest period, the Seder had no written script. The storytelling was oral,
improvised, and responsive. Fragments of what became the Haggadah appear in the Mishnah
(c. 200 CE) and Talmud (c. 500 CE). Prayer books from Geonim like Saadiah (c. 920 CE)
include a Haggadah section. But the Haggadah as a standalone illustrated book — like the Birds
Head Haggadah (c. 1300, Germany) and the Sarajevo Haggadah (c. 1350, Spain) — emerged in
the medieval period.

What makes the Maxwell House Haggadah historically notable, and when was it first

published?

25.

26.

Correct Answer: B — A Maxwell House Coffee promotion published in 1932
Explanation: The Maxwell House Haggadah was first published in 1932 as a promotional item
distributed free at supermarkets by the Maxwell House Coffee company. It became one of the
most widely distributed Haggadot in American history — for decades, millions of American
Jewish families used it at their Seders. Maxwell House reportedly also wanted to reassure
customers that coffee was kosher for Passover. This Haggadah shaped the Passover
experience for generations of American Jews.

What is the 'Birds' Head Haggadah,' and what is remarkable about its illustrations?

Correct Answer: D — A 14th-century German illuminated manuscript in which human
figures are depicted with birds' heads

Explanation: The Birds' Head Haggadah (c. 1300, Germany) is one of the most famous
medieval manuscripts. Every human figure — from Pharaoh to Moses to children baking matzah
— is given the head of a bird. Scholars once thought this was to avoid violating the
commandment against graven images, but current scholarship suggests it may have had other
artistic or protective reasons. The manuscript contains four categories of standard Haggadah
imagery that would define the tradition for centuries: Exodus scenes, Passover rituals, biblical
backstory, and messianic imagery.

What role did Maimonides (the Rambam) play in Passover history, and where did he

live?

Correct Answer: B — He codified Passover law in the Mishneh Torah; born in
Cordoba, Spain, died in Fustat, Cairo
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27.

28.

Explanation: Moses Maimonides (1138—1204), known as the Rambam, was a towering Jewish
philosopher, rabbi, and physician. Born in Cordoba and eventually settling in Fustat (Cairo), he
wrote the Mishneh Torah, a code of Jewish law that addressed practical Passover questions:
What counts as a bitter herb? How much matzah must be eaten? He prayed at the Ezra
synagogue in Cairo — the same site whose genizah (manuscript repository) yielded some of the
earliest Haggadah fragments.

The 1695 Amsterdam Haggadah is significant for which reason?

Correct Answer: B — It included a commentary by Abarbanel and set visual
standards that lasted centuries

Explanation: The Amsterdam Haggadah of 1695 included commentary in its margins by Don
Isaac Abarbanel (titled Zevach Pesach, first written in 1496), as well as a mystical commentary
at the bottom. Abarbanel was known for asking 100 challenging questions about the Haggadah's
word choices and structure — including asking why matzah is called 'poor bread' when it is no
less tasty than leavened bread. The Amsterdam Haggadah's layout and illustrations set a visual
standard for Haggadot for generations.

What is the significance of opening the Haggadah with the phrase 'Ha Lachma Anya’

(This is the bread of affliction)?

Correct Answer: D — An invitation to the hungry and needy — rooted in radical
hospitality

Explanation: Ha Lachma Anya, recited in Aramaic near the Seder's opening, declares the
matzah to be the bread of affliction and invites all who are hungry or in need to join the table.
This hospitality declaration — made in Aramaic, the common language of the people — was
likely intended to be understood by all present, including servants and non-scholars. It sets the
moral tone of the evening: before we celebrate our freedom, we must acknowledge those who
are not yet free.

29. What does the Haggadah's instruction 'B'chol dor va'dor’' require of each Seder
participant?

Correct Answer: B — To feel personally as though they themselves went out of Egypt

Explanation: B'chol dor va'dor — 'in every generation, each person is obligated to see
themselves as if they personally went out of Egypt.’ This radical instruction transforms the Seder
from a history lesson into a personal, immersive experience. The Haggadah does not ask you to
remember what happened to your ancestors — it asks you to enter the story yourself. This is
what makes the Passover Seder one of the oldest continuously practiced participatory rituals in
the world.

30. When did the Conservative movement formally permit Ashkenazi Jews to eat kitniyot
(legumes, rice, and corn) during Passover?

Correct Answer: C —1In 2015

Explanation: Kitniyot — legumes, rice, corn, and related items — were never technically
chametz (leavened grain). The Ashkenazi prohibition arose from a medieval ruling, possibly
because kitniyot could be ground into flour and cause confusion, or because chametz grains
were sometimes mixed with them. Sephardic Jews never adopted this prohibition. In 2015, the
Conservative movement's Committee on Jewish Law and Standards formally permitted
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Ashkenazi Jews to eat kitniyot, acknowledging the prohibition's medieval — rather than biblical
— origin.

Section 4: Global Traditions & Sephardic Customs

31.

32.

33.

34.

What is the Persian and Afghan Jewish custom during the singing of Dayenu?
Correct Answer: B — Playfully whipping each other with scallions or leeks
Explanation: Among Persian and Afghan Jewish communities, participants at the Dayenu whip
each other lightly with scallions or leeks — representing the whips of the Egyptian taskmasters.
But the mood is joyful, not somber. Children love this part of the Seder. The custom has been
enthusiastically adopted by many Jewish communities of other backgrounds who seek to add a
physical, embodied dimension to the storytelling. In Italian communities, green onions are used
in the same way.

What is the Moroccan Seder tradition called Bibhilu, and what does it involve?

Correct Answer: B — The Seder plate is passed over every person's head with a
blessing

Explanation: In Moroccan Sephardic communities, the evening begins with the Bibhilu blessing:
the head of household takes the covered Seder plate and passes it over the head of every
person at the table — including any sleeping infant in another room — while reciting: 'In haste,
we went out of Egypt with our bread of affliction, and now we are free." No one is left out of the
symbolic protection of this ritual. It physically connects each person to the Exodus narrative.

What is Mimouna, and which Jewish community originated it?

Correct Answer: B — A post-Passover celebration from Moroccan Jewish
communities

Explanation: Mimouna is celebrated by Moroccan Jews at the very end of Passover —
beginning at nightfall when Passover concludes. Tables are elaborately set with leavened foods
that have been absent for a week: moufleta (thin folded crepes eaten with butter and honey),
sweets, fruits, and other delights. Friends, family, and neighbors visit each other's homes. In
Israel, Mimouna has grown into a nationally recognized holiday reflecting the enormous cultural
influence of Moroccan Jews in Israeli society.

In the Egyptian and Syrian Jewish tradition, what happens with the afikomen matzah

during the Seder?

Correct Answer: B — Wrapped and carried on the shoulder with a call-and-response
about the journey from Egypt to Jerusalem

Explanation: Egyptian and Syrian Jews wrap the afikomen matzah in a cloth, place it on
someone's shoulder like a traveler's bundle, and pass it around the table. Each person asks and
answers: 'Where are you coming from?'— 'From Egypt.' 'What are you carrying?'— '‘Matzot.’
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35.

36.

'Where are you going?' — '"To Jerusalem.' This call-and-response transforms the abstract
Exodus narrative into a physical journey reenacted right at the table — making the story
viscerally present.

What is the Libyan Jewish Bsisa ceremony, and when does it take place?

Correct Answer: B — Performed on Rosh Hodesh Nissan by women; a mixture of
grains and sweets is blessed, with gold jewelry inside

Explanation: Before Passover begins, Libyan Jewish women (and many Tunisian women)
perform the Bsisa ceremony on Rosh Hodesh Nissan, the first of the month of Passover. A dish
of wheat, barley, dried fruits, honey, and oil is mixed with a key while a Judeo-Arabic blessing is
recited. Women place their gold jewelry — sometimes wedding rings — in the mixture to
symbolize the gold donated for the building of the Mishkan (the desert sanctuary). Afterward, the
family enjoys couscous as the final chametz meal before Passover.

How do Yemenite Jews pour out wine during the recitation of the Ten Plagues, and

what is done with it?

37.

Correct Answer: B — Poured into a tin can; the matriarch takes it outside and
whispers a prayer

Explanation: Yemenite Jews pour a bit of wine into a tin can as each plague is named. When all
ten are recited, the matriarch of the family takes the can to the farthest part of the yard, pours the
wine into the ground, and whispers: 'May this go to all our enemies and those who hate us. May
they cause no suffering.’ Those at the table go silent so the whisper can be heard. This custom
transforms the plague recitation from a liturgical list into a solemn ritual of protection — and the
matriarch's role is central.

Which Sephardic communities generally permit eating rice during Passover, and why

do Ashkenazi communities traditionally forbid it?

38.

Correct Answer: B — Most Sephardic/Mizrahi communities permit rice; Ashkenazi
tradition prohibited it based on a medieval ruling

Explanation: Kitniyot — including rice, corn, and legqumes — cannot technically become
chametz under Jewish law, since only the five specific grains (wheat, barley, oats, spelt, rye) can
ferment into chametz. Sephardic and Mizrahi Jews have largely always known this and eaten
rice on Passover. Ashkenazi Jews adopted a medieval rabbinic prohibition — possibly because
kitniyot could be ground into flour (creating confusion) or mixed with forbidden grains. Within
Sephardic communities, specific customs vary: some Moroccan communities avoid rice while
eating beans, for example.

The Sarajevo Haggadah, created around 1350 in Spain, is remarkable for multiple

reasons. Which of the following is true of it?

Correct Answer: B — A lavishly illustrated manuscript beginning with Genesis, likely
with Christian artists involved

Explanation: The Sarajevo Haggadah (c. 1350, Barcelona) is one of the most treasured
medieval manuscripts in the world. It begins with a visual sequence from Genesis — unusual for
a Passover document — and continues through the Exodus. Scholars believe it was illustrated in
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part by Christian artists working in secular workshops under instructions from Jewish patrons, a
stunning demonstration that the Haggadah has always existed in dialogue with surrounding
cultures. The manuscript survived the Spanish Inquisition and the Holocaust, and is now held in
Sarajevo.

39. Hungarian Jews had a distinctive Seder tradition of decorating the table with gold and
silver jewelry. What biblical passage inspired this?

40.

Correct Answer: B — The passage in Exodus describing the Israelites receiving gold
and silver from the Egyptians

Explanation: In Exodus 12:35-36, as the Israelites prepare to leave Egypt, they 'borrow’ gold,
silver, and clothing from their Egyptian neighbors — and the Egyptians comply. Hungarian
Jewish families recalled this passage by decorating their Seder tables with gold and silver
jewelry, visually reenacting the transfer of wealth. This custom is a beautiful example of how
communities use material objects to embed the biblical narrative into their physical surroundings.

In the Cochin Jewish community of India, how are the three matzot on the Seder plate

distinguished from one another?

Correct Answer: C — By markings: two lines for Kohanim, three for Levites, four for
Israelites

Explanation: Among Cochin Jews — one of India's oldest Jewish communities, with roots
possibly dating to King Solomon's time — the three Seder matzot are marked with lines
representing the three classes of the Jewish people. The top matzah bears two parallel lines for
the Kohanim (priestly class), the middle has three for the Levites, and the bottom has four for the
Israelites. Additionally, twelve pieces of matzah are placed around the Seder tray to symbolize
the twelve tribes — a powerful, visual multiplication of meaning.

Section 5: Food, Ritual & Passover Law

41.

42,

What is chametz, and which five grains can become it?

Correct Answer: B — Leavened grain products; the five grains are wheat, barley, oats,
spelt, and rye

Explanation: Chametz (ynn) refers specifically to leavened products made from one of the five
grains — wheat, barley, oats, spelt, and rye — that have been mixed with water and allowed to
ferment for more than 18 minutes. Matzah is made from these same grains but baked in under
18 minutes, preventing fermentation. The Torah prohibits possessing or eating chametz on
Passover (Exodus 12:15, 12:18-20, 13:7). The removal of chametz from the home is a central
Passover preparation.

What is the ritual of bedikat chametz, and when does it take place?

Correct Answer: B — Nighttime search for chametz by candlelight the night before
Passover eve
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43.

44,

Explanation: Bedikat chametz (the search for leaven) takes place on the night before Passover
eve. Using a candle (for light), a feather (to sweep), and a wooden spoon (to collect), the
household searches for any remaining chametz. Traditional practice involves hiding ten pieces of
bread beforehand for the searcher to find. The next morning, the chametz is burned. Any
chametz not found or sold is nullified through a declaration that renders it 'as dust of the earth.’

What does 'shmurah matzah' mean, and how does it differ from regular matzah?

Correct Answer: B — Matzah 'guarded’ from harvest to prevent any water contact
before baking

Explanation: Shmurah matzah (n2inv hxn — guarded matzah) is made from grain that has
been supervised from the moment of harvesting to ensure it never accidentally contacts water
and begins to ferment. Standard commercial matzah is only supervised from the time of milling.
Many observant Jews, particularly Hasidic communities, use shmurah matzah for the Seder
night. It is often round in shape and hand-baked, recalling the appearance of traditional matzah
before mass production.

The Hillel sandwich (Korekh) uses matzah, maror, and charoset. What ancient

practice did Hillel use that we no longer perform?

45.

46.

Correct Answer: B — He included the Passover lamb in the sandwich

Explanation: Hillel the Elder (1st century BCE) ate the matzah, bitter herbs, and Passover lamb
together in a sandwich to fulfill the verse: 'They shall eat it with matzah and bitter herbs'
(Numbers 9:11). Since the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE, the Passover sacrifice no longer
exists, so we eat only matzah and maror in the Korekh. The sandwich remains in the Seder as a
memorial — and as a nod to one of the great legal minds of the Talmudic era, who believed all
three elements must be eaten together.

Why do participants drink the four cups of wine while reclining to the left?

Correct Answer: B — Reclining to the left was the posture of the free person at
Greco-Roman banquets

Explanation: As noted in the Seder's symposium origins: reclining at dinner was the mark of a
free citizen in the Greco-Roman world. Slaves stood and served; free people reclined. Reclining
to the left specifically is a safety measure noted in the Talmud — reclining to the right risks
accidentally blocking the trachea during swallowing (since the esophagus is on the left). So even
the direction of reclining carries both cultural meaning (freedom) and practical wisdom (safety).

The Haggadah describes four archetypal children. Which one asks no question at all,

and what does the Haggadah instruct the parent to do?

Correct Answer: B — The Child Who Does Not Know How to Ask — the parent must
open the conversation

Explanation: The four children of the Haggadah — Wise, Wicked, Simple, and the one who
does not know how to ask — represent four approaches to religious engagement. The child who
cannot ask is perhaps the most poignant: they are not rebellious or simple, but silent, perhaps
overwhelmed or lost. The Haggadah commands the parent to initiate — "You shall open it for
them' — drawing from Exodus 13:8: 'And you shall tell your child on that day.' The obligation to
tell the story falls on the teller, not just the asker.
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47. How long does matzah dough have 18 minutes to be baked, and what happens if it is
not?

Correct Answer: B — It becomes chametz if not baked within 18 minutes

Explanation: The 18-minute rule is central to matzah law. Once flour and water are combined,
the dough can begin to ferment. The entire process — mixing, kneading, shaping, and baking —
must be completed in under 18 minutes. During shmurah matzah baking, workers continuously
knead and roll the dough with no pauses, and rolling pins and surfaces are changed frequently
to prevent any accumulation. The number 18 also corresponds to the Hebrew word 'chai’ (life) —
lending the practice a deeper symbolic resonance for some.

48. What is the 'orange on the Seder plate' tradition, and who popularized it?

Correct Answer: B — A modern addition by scholar Susannah Heschel in the 1980s
Explanation: Susannah Heschel, a prominent Jewish feminist scholar, placed an orange on her
Seder plate in the 1980s as a symbol of inclusion — for women, LGBTQ individuals, and all
Jews who had historically been told they did not belong at the Jewish table. A common
(incorrect) retelling says she did it in response to someone who said 'a woman belongs on the
bimah like an orange on the Seder plate' — but Heschel has clarified that her original motivation
was positive and inclusive, not reactive. It has since become widely adopted.

49. What does the phrase 'Next Year in Jerusalem’ (L'Shanah Haba'ah B'Yerushalayim),
said at the end of the Seder, express?

Correct Answer: B — A declaration of hope for redemption and spiritual longing
Explanation: ‘Next Year in Jerusalem' is one of the most iconic declarations in Jewish liturgy.
Said both at the end of the Seder and at the end of Yom Kippur, it expresses the deep longing
for redemption — spiritual, national, and messianic. For the medieval diaspora Jews who
composed much of the Haggadah, Jerusalem was both a physical and metaphysical destination.
Today, Jews living in Jerusalem often add 'Next Year in the rebuilt Jerusalem' — looking beyond
the physical city to the messianic ideal it represents.

50. The Haggadah teaches that in every generation, each person must see themselves as
if they personally left Egypt. Which Hebrew phrase captures this obligation?

Correct Answer: B — B'chol dor va'dor chayav adam lirot et atzmo

Explanation: B'chol dor va'dor (1i11 1T 772) is among the most theologically significant
instructions in the Haggadah: 'In every generation, each person is obligated to see themselves
as if they personally went out of Egypt.' This transforms the Seder from a historical
commemoration into a living, present-tense experience. It is not enough to know the story — you
must inhabit it. This is why the Seder uses every sensory tool available: the taste of bitter herbs,
the smell of charoset, the texture of matzah, the act of reclining — all making the Exodus real in
the body, not just the mind.

May your Seder be filled with deep questions, joyful singing, and the taste of freedom. Chag
Pesach Sameach — Happy Passover!
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